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THE TIMOTHIAN 
 ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)  

June 2010 

“Called, gathered, enlightened and made holy by God, we strive to live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Through worship, education, prayer, study, outreach and our Child Care Center, we share the love of Jesus 

Christ with all people.” 
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GE FROM THE PASTOR 

A Blessing 

n or so children, ranging in age from three to eleven, reached out and 
their hands on the heads and shoulders of Mark and Evan and said: “Mark 
 I love you.  Mark (Evan), we love you. Mark (Evan), Jesus loves you.  
van), receive the Holy Spirit.”  [Mark and Evan, along with their parents, 
ing received into membership at St. Timothy on Pentecost, the birthday of 
ouring of the Holy Spirit which gave birth to the Christian Church.] 

in the service at the children’s lesson, I had enlisted their help for that 
t in the Rite when there would be the laying on of hands.  I taught them 
would like for them to say and do.  Then I had them practice on me.  They 
 out and placed their hands on my head and shoulders and said: “Pastor, I 
u.  Pastor, we love you.  Pastor, Jesus loves you.  Pastor, receive the Holy 
 

trangely warming.  Here I was hearing my own name.  I was hearing what I 
 from them before and what I knew was true of Jesus.  Yet I was hearing it 
 way.  Then, even more strangely, I heard them say: “Pastor, receive the 

pirit.”  The Holy Spirit of God! 

eed to receive the Holy Spirit?” I thought.  “Why, of course; I need to 
 the Holy Spirit!  But through the touch of little children?” 

t day I pondered what had taken place.  I pondered how without exception 
s need to hear our name.  All of us need to hear that we are loved.  All of us 
fresh in-pouring of the Holy Spirit…no matter how old (or young) we are, 
er what station in life we come from, no matter how many times we have 
nced it before. 

d a blessing.  Thankfully, I received it. 

ean 
 
 
 




